
UTOPIA ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 

I am addressing this Committee as the Chairwoman of the Utopia Estates Civic Association.  Our 

Association has been active in the community since the 1970’s.  Our neighborhood is comprised of 

primarily one and two family homes.  However within walking distance we have multi-family dwellings 

and the Fresh Meadows Development.  We work together to maintain the quality of life in our 

community.  Our motto is “We are our neighbor’s keepers”.  We live that motto. 

Speaker Corey Johnson and members of the City Council support the “Planning Together” proposal 

presented to the residents of NYC.  It should be stated that Civic Associations and Community groups in 

Queens and throughout the City support affordable housing and comprehensive long-term planning. In 

reading the proposal it is obvious the Speaker’s proposal does not accomplish either goal!  More and 

more Community Leaders are going on record as being opposed to this proposal.   

What this proposal does accomplish:  

 Removing the requirement for agency input, deliberation and serious public review. 

 Giving extensive power and discretion to the Director of Long Term Planning; 

 Up-zoning significantly those 1 and 2 family zones without a guarantee of infrastructure or 

capital improvements. 

 Allowing developers to bypass our current ULURP process so that they can proceed with up-

zoning with little or no review. 

 Taking the desires of neighborhoods out of the process to meet “citywide goals” and limiting 

input from Community Boards by imposing selection to 3 scenarios to be voted on by the 

Council and if no consensus the final decision goes to the Director of Long Term Planning. 

 

In conclusion:  

The Speaker and Council put forward the need for transparency.  The question becomes who fact checked 

this report?  I ask because conclusions are inaccurate and misleading.  NYC is unique in the Country and 

in the World.  We are not Seattle, Minneapolis, Portland or Burbank.  We are NY.  We should lead, not 

follow, the Country in comprehensive urban planning.  We should never accept and impose what other 

municipalities are doing on the neighborhoods of our City.   

 

The Speaker, many of the supporting Council members and the Mayor are term limited this year.  This is 

not the time to impose their wills on the Councilmembers remaining and those who will be replacing 

them as new members.  In addition we should not forget that a referendum for comprehensive planning 

was rejected by the voters of NYC and it is obvious that the people do not want to see our small 

residential neighborhoods scrutenized every 10 years and eliminated by the whims of the short term 

appointed future Directors of Long Term Planning. 

 

This plan is seriously flawed and should be rejected for a real affordable housing and comprehensive 

planning proposal that includes the voters and the members of the Council we elect to represent us.  

 

REJECT THIS PLAN! 

 

Maria De Innocentiis, Chairwoman 

Civic Association of Utopia Estates 


